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Changes in High School Grading Standards in Mathematics, 1982-1992
2001 In recent years, many observers have maintained that grades in
secondary and postsecondary institutions have become inflated.
Anecdotal reports of grade inflation, in some instances seemingly
egregious, are common, but few studies have attempted to evaluate
systematically changes in grading standards over time. This study
explores changes in high school grading standards by comparing the
senior cohorts of 1982 and 1992. The data used are nationally
representative surveys, the High School and Beyond study (HSB, for the
1982 cohort) and the National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988
(NELS-88, for the 1992 cohort). The study explores how the distribution
of grades changed over that time, how those changes varied across types
of students and schools, whether the relationship between tested
achievement and grades changed between 1982 and 1992, how grades
changed when changes in tested proficiency and course-taking were
taken into account, and whether the predictors of grades changed over
that decade. Descriptive analyses were carried out for overall high school
grade point average (GPA) and for academic GPA in several subject
areas. Multivariate analyses were restricted to mathematics because the
surveys provided equatable tests only in that subject, making it
impossible to control for changes in proficiency in the other subject
areas. Efforts were made to use Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and
American College Test (ACT) scores as surrogates in other subjects, but
that approach was abandoned after analyses showed substantial changes
in the self-selection of the tested subsamples between 1982 and 1992.
Changes in High School Grading Standards in Mathematics, 1982-1992
Daniel M. Koretz 2001 Observers recently have maintained that grades
in secondary andpostsecondary institutions have become inflated. Grade
inflation would betroubling to many K-12 educators and policymakers but
this possibility is anespecially serious concern to many colleges and
universities because suchinflation could bias their admissions decisions
and make it increasinglydifficult for them to distinguish among high-
achieving students. This studyexamines this possibility by evaluating
changes in high school gradingstandards across the nation as a whole
from 1982 to 1992. The authorsexamined not only changes in the grade
distribution over time but alsochanges in the educational system and in
the characteristics of the studentpopulations. They investigated how
grades have varied between males andfemales, minorities and
nonminorities, and poor and rich students; trends ingrading standards
across types of schools; relationships between grades andstudent
performance on achievement tests; and the influence on grades
ofchanges in tested proficiency and course-taking. The authors
detailedanalysis concluded that no such grade inflation has taken place,
at least inmathematics, over the study period.

Teaching to Change the World Jeannie Oakes 2018-01-29 Teaching to
Change the World is an up-to-the-moment, engaging, social justice-
oriented introduction to education and teaching, and the challenges and
opportunities they present. Both foundational and practical, the chapters
are organized around conventional topics but in a way that consistently
integrates a coherent story that explains why schools are as they are.
Taking the position that a hopeful, democratic future depends on
ensuring that all students learn, the text pays particular attention to
inequalities associated with race, social class, language, gender, and
other social categories and explores teachers’ role in addressing them.
This thoroughly revised fifth edition remains a vital introduction to the
profession for a new generation of teachers who seek to become
purposeful, knowledgeable practitioners in our ever-changing
educational landscape—for those teachers who see the potential for
education to change the world. Features and Updates of the New
Edition: * Fully updated Chapter 1, "The U.S. Schooling Dilemma,"
reflects our current state of education after the 2016 U.S. presidential
election. ¢ First-person observations from teachers, including first-year
teachers, continue to offer vivid, authentic pictures of what teaching to
change the world means and involves. ¢ Additional coverage of the
ongoing effects of Common Core highlights the heated public discourse
around teaching and teachers, and charter schools. ¢ Attention to
diversity and inclusion is treated as integral to all chapters, woven

throughout rather than tacked on as separate units. * "Digging Deeper"
resources on the new companion website include concrete resources that
current and future teachers can use in their classrooms. ¢ "Tools for
Critique" provides instructors and students questions, prompts, and
activities aimed at encouraging classroom discussion and particularly
engaging those students least familiar with the central tenets of social
justice education.
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Eastern European Mathematics Education in the Decades of Change
Alexander Karp 2020-05-04 This contributed volume is devoted to the
recent history and evolution of mathematics education in Eastern
Europe, exploring how it was influenced by social and political changes
in this part of the world. Despite the broad recognition of the importance
of these changes, little scholarship exists that examines the ways in
which they were followed by changes in the teaching of mathematics in
the post-socialist countries. Indeed, the analyzed processes are complex
and vary across the states. Accordingly, this book touches on many
factors--including differences in cultures and traditions - that find
expression in the teaching of mathematics. Specifically, this volume
seeks to explore what changes there were in education in general and in
the position of mathematics in school education in these years, and how
these changes may be explained and documented; what changes there
were in the content of mathematics education and its assessment, and
how were they motivated and adopted; what new textbooks appeared
and what new methodological ideas were offered in them; how and why
mathematics teacher education and/or professional development
changed; what was the role (if any) of foreign influences on mathematics
education, etc.The book will be of interest to both researchers in
mathematics education and practitioners-teachers, as well as a broader
audience of historians and educators exploring the political aspects of
education.
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